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Synetic creates 
unforgettable 

visceral narrative 
experiences for every 
audience by blending 

visual techniques 
and movement 
from around the 

world and training 
multidisciplinary artists 

of all ages.

SYNTHESIS 
Combining  

distinct elements 
to form a whole

KINETIC 
Pertaining to  
or imparting motion:  
active, dynamic, energetic

SYNETIC
a dynamic synthesis of the arts

ABOUT SYNETIC THEATER



This production is dedicated to the memory 
of Ina Milton, whose belief in Synetic Theater 
was both unwavering and transformative.

From our earliest days in 2001, Ina stood 
with us. Her support was not only generous, 
but fiercely devoted—the kind of steadfast 
encouragement that builds foundations and 
sustains dreams. Quite simply, without Ina, 
Synetic would not be here today.

She was a force: passionate, loyal, and 
resolute. Her love for this company ran deep, 
and her impact has touched every artist, 
every performance, and every audience 
member who has walked through our doors.

We honor Ina tonight, not only with our 
words but through the work she helped make 
possible. Her spirit lives in every movement 
and every moment of beauty and inspiration 
on this stage and all the others on which we 
have performed. 

With love and deepest gratitude.
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CAST

+Founding Company Member      *Company Member

Alex Mills* 
prometheus

Vato Tsikurishvili+ 
the creature

Maryam Najafzada* 
gaia

Philip Fletcher+ 
fire

Tony Amante 
ensemble 

Stella Bunch* 
ensemble

Natan-Maël Gray* 
ensemble

Liam Klopfenstein 
ensemble

Kaityn Shifflett* 
ensemble



DIRECTOR’S NOTE

When we began this project, I found myself 
returning to Frankenstein not as a story of 
science, but as a story of survival. In Shelley’s 
novel, creation is an act of desperation—
of loneliness, of loss, of the need to make 
meaning in a collapsing world. That idea 
felt urgent to me. We live in an age where 
humanity wrestles with its own creations—
technological, ecological, even moral—and 
like Victor Frankenstein, we are haunted by 
what we have made. Especially since Shelley 
wrote her novel after just having lost a child 
herself, this adaptation asks: what happens 
when creation is no longer an act of progress, 
but of grief?

Coming from the Caucasus, from Georgia—a 
place of mountains, fire, and myth—I wanted 
to root Frankenstein in something older and 
more elemental. Prometheus, the bringer of 
fire, was one of our first stories, and Shelley 
herself invoked him in her title. In this version, 
I wanted to bring those myths full circle: to 
set Shelley’s creation myth against the raw 
landscapes of ice and stone, where human 
endurance itself feels like an act of rebellion. 
Here, science becomes ritual, and resurrection 
becomes dance. It’s a dialogue between 
ancient and future worlds, between the myth 
of Prometheus and the story of Frankenstein—
each warning us of the same truth: that 
creation always demands a price.

As always, this piece is the result of many 
hands, hearts, and imaginations. To the 
performers who gave their bodies to the 
movement, to the designers who built worlds 
from fire and shadow, and to the collaborators 
who kept faith through every storm—thank 
you. You have given this story its pulse, its 
breath, and its life.

Madloba, 

Paata Tsikurishvili 
founding artistic director



SYNOPSIS

In a desolate, frozen future, Prometheus, his 
wife Gaia, and a band of survivors scratch an 
existence in a ruined world. When a violent 
storm destroys what little they have, Gaia 
is blinded and her and Prometheus’ child is 
killed. Grief-stricken, Prometheus discovers 
fire atop a mountain and learns to master 
it. Returning to the others, he uses its power 
to create a new being: the Creature. But the 
creation turns against its maker and escapes 
into the wild, where it begins to grow, learn, 
and evolve on its own.

As the Creature gains strength and self-
awareness, it returns to find Gaia and 
Prometheus. Drawn to Gaia’s tenderness, the 
Creature kills her in a tragic, confused act 
of love. Prometheus, consumed by rage and 
loss, tries once more to resurrect her, but this 
time she awakens changed—alive yet aligned 
with the Creature. Together they overthrow 
Prometheus, leaving him broken and alone as 
they disappear into the wasteland. The story 
ends where it began, in ice and silence, with 
humanity’s last creator facing the ruin his own 
hands have made.



CAST BIOGRAPHIES

Tony Amante (ensemble) is a 
former college athlete who began 
his acting career in 2017. He joined 
Synetic Theater in 2023 with 
Beauty and the Beast, performing in 

understudy roles. That summer, he continued 
as an understudy in Cyrano de Bergerac and 
later appeared on the Synetic mainstage in The 
Tell-Tale Heart as part of the vulture ensemble. 
In 2024, Tony played Mercutio in Synetic’s 
Romeo and Juliet and took on the role of 
Polonius, as well as ensemble work, in Hamlet... 
the rest is silence. 

Stella Bunch (ensemble) is a 
proud alum of the Synetic Teen 
Company and graduated from 
Syracuse University with a BFA in 
Acting. Previous Synetic credits 

include A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Puck ’25, 
Titania ’22), The Immigrant (Sister/Ensemble), 
Little Comedies (Tasiko), and Hamlet...the rest is 
silence (Player Queen/Ensemble/Ophelia U/S). 
She would like to thank her parents, friends, 
and the Tsikurishvili family for all of their 
support and mentorship! stellabunch.com 
IG:@stellabunch

Philip Fletcher (fire) is a Synetic 
Theater Founding Company 
Member who was last seen 
as Oberon in Synetic’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream and 

has appeared in over 50 new and remount 
Synetic productions. Highlights include: Titus 
Andronicus (Titus Andronicus), The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame (Claude Frollo), Twelfth Night 
(Orsino) [Helen Hayes Outstanding Ensemble], 
King Lear (Edmund) [HH Outstanding Ensemble 
and Supporting Actor nominated], Othello 
(Iago) [HH Outstanding Ensemble and Lead 
Actor nominated], A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream (Oberon) [HH Outstanding Ensemble], 
Romeo and Juliet (Mercutio) [HH Outstanding 
Ensemble], Carmen (Lucas) [HH Outstanding 
Ensemble Nominated], Macbeth (Witch) [HH 
Outstanding Supporting Actor], and Hamlet…
the rest is silence (Ghost/Player King) [HH 
Outstanding Ensemble].

Natan-Maël Gray (ensemble) 
can be seen as a combination 
of the vibrant sun of Virginia 
and the resolute ice of Quebec. 
After several years of training in 

gymnastics, swimming, dance, and boxing, he 
has found his second home at Synetic Theater. 
He started in the Teen Company in 2018. On 
the main stage, Natan has amassed multiple 
roles as an understudy and cast member 
notably in Host & Guest, Dracula, Tell-Tale Heart, 
Golden Fish and Snow Maiden, Romeo & Juliet, 
Hamlet, Little Comedies, and The Immigrant. In 
Québec, Canada, he often has the privilege 
of observing the theatrical creations of actor, 
writer and leading stage director Robert Lepage. 

Liam Klopfenstein (ensemble) 
is ecstatic to make his Synetic 
Theatre debut. Hailing from 
Oakton, Virginia, Liam has been 
acting and performing since 

middle school, receiving theatre training at 
Oakton High School and then James Madison 
University. He thanks his family and friends 
for their endless support, and is grateful for 
all who came today to cheer on his debut. He 
also thanks his teachers and professors for the 
many lessons that got him to this point.

Alex Mills’s (prometheus) local 
credits include: Andy Warhol in 
Iran at Mosaic Theatre; Frozen 
at Olney Theatre Center; Wig 
Out!, Torch Song Trilogy, 2-2 Tango, 

and Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson at Studio 
Theatre; Shakespeare’s R&J at Signature 
Theatre; The Tell-Tale Heart, The Tempest, Richard 
III, A Tale of Two Cities, The Man in the Iron 
Mask, Three Men in a Boat (To say nothing of the 
Dog) (Helen Hayes Nomination: Outstanding 
Supporting Actor), Othello (Helen Hayes 
Nomination: Outstanding Lead Actor), and 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Helen Hayes 
Nomination: Outstanding Supporting Actor) at 
Synetic Theater. As an educator working with 
Synetic Theater since 2008, he has specialized 
in physical theatre practices including fitness 
and the implementation of non-verbal 
techniques to enhance an actor’s process of 
creation. He worked at Stephens College in 
Columbia, MO, teaching as a World Guest 
Artist and bringing devised Synetic practices 
and techniques to explore independent 
creation. Concurrent with performance, he also 
teaches with the Wolf Trap Institute as an Early 
Childhood Development Artist/Teacher.  
@millsacm

Maryam Najafzada (gaia) 
graduated from the Baku 
Choreography Academy and 
is a classically trained dancer 
originally from Baku, Azerbaijan. 

Synetic’s stage credits: Hamlet...the rest is silence 
(Ophelia), Little Comedies (Tasiko), Legend of 
Sleepy Hollow (Horse spirit), Cyrano De Bergerac 
(Roxanne), Richard III (Lady Anne), Tempest 
(Miranda), Phantom of the Opera (Christine), 
Madness of Poe (Raven) and Assistant 
Choreographer, Servant of Two Masters 
(Smeraldina) Choreographer, Dracula (Wife), 
Host and Guest (Deer, Ensemble), Snow Maiden 
(Snow Maiden), Bloom (Sister), Choreographer, 
Romeo and Juliet (Ensemble, Juliet U/S). 
Maryam also directed and performed with 
Synetic Motion Pictures and was part of “The 
Decameron” series project as well as other 
short films.

Kaitlyn Shifflett (ensemble) is 
thrilled to be a part of yet another 
production with Synetic Theater. 
Kaitlyn is currently pursuing a 
BFA in theater performance at 

George Mason University. She also is a proud 
alum of Synetic’s Teen Company. Her past 
Synetic acting credits include: A Midsummer 
Nights Dream (Flute and Helena U/S), Hamlet… 
the rest is silence (Ensemble/Gertrude U/S), 
Romeo & Juliet (Lady Capulet), The Tell-Tale 
Heart (Vulture), The Tale of the Fisherman and 
the Golden Fish (Wife), The Snow Maiden (Snow 
Maiden U/S), Dracula (Wife and Mina U/S), The 
Immigrant (U/S), and Host & Guest (U/S). Kaitlyn 
would like to extend her gratitude to all of her 
friends and mentors who have helped her get 
to where she is today. @kaitlynshifflett

Vato Tsikurishvili (the creature) A 
native of the country of Georgia, 
Vato is an award-winning actor, 
choreographer, and educator 
with more than a decade of 

experience imparting Synetic Theater’s unique 
style to audiences and students of all ages. 
Performing with his parents, Synetic co-
founders Paata and Irina Tsikurishvili, since 
the age of 4, Vato also has an extensive 
athletic background, having trained in fencing 
under Olympic coach Vladimir Nazlymov 
and in gymnastics with his grandfather, 
the world-renowned Olympic coach Arnold 
Kvetenadze. Performing credits include lead 
and supporting roles in dozens of Synetic 
productions: The Immigrant, Hamlet... the rest 
is silence, Host and Guest, Othello, Antony and 
Cleopatra, King Arthur, Macbeth, The Taming 
of the Shrew, Home of the Soldier, The Tempest, 
The Three Musketeers, Twelfth Night, The 
Picture of Dorian Gray, Beauty and the Beast, 
Much Ado About Nothing, Alice in Wonderland, 
Dante’s Inferno, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, 
and Sleepy Hollow. His recent work as fight 
choreographer includes The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame, Dante’s Inferno and The Man in 
the Iron Mask as well as Titus Andronicus and 
The Adventures of Peter Pan, for which he 
was also assistant director and co-director, 
respectively. As an educator, Vato has trained 
Synetic company members, travels throughout 
the DMV area teaching stage movement 
to students of all grade levels, serves as an 
instructor at Synetic Studio, and, alongside 
Irina Tsikurishvili, trains the Synetic Teen 
Company.



CREATIVE TEAM BIOGRAPHIES

Paata Tsikurishvili (director, adapter, founding 
artistic director) A native of the Country 
of Georgia, Paata is an innovative, award-
winning international artistic director, director, 
and educator with more than 30 years’ 
experience fusing the classical elements of 
drama, movement, dance, pantomime, and 
music. Since Synetic Theater’s founding in 
2001, Mr. Tsikurishvili has received 25 Helen 
Hayes Award Nominations and has won 
the awards nine times. Together with his 
wife and co-founder Irina, he was named 
Washingtonian of the Year in 2013. Mr. 
Tsikurishvili has directed and performed in 
Hamlet… the rest is silence, The Master and 
Margarita, The Crackpots, Dracula, Host and 
Guest, Frankenstein, and The Island of Dr. Moreau. 
He has directed over 90 productions including 
Salomé, Phantom of the Opera, The Tell-Tale 
Heart, The Madness of Poe, Faust, Frankenstein, 
Macbeth, Animal Farm, The Fall of the House 
of Usher, A Christmas Carol, Romeo and Juliet, 
Carmen, Dante, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Antony and Cleopatra, Othello, King Arthur, King 
Lear, Don Quixote, Twelfth Night, Much Ado 
About Nothing, The Three Musketeers, Alice in 
Wonderland, The Picture of Dorian Gray, Jekyll 
& Hyde, The Taming of the Shrew, The Tempest, 
As You Like It, The Man in the Iron Mask, and The 
Immigrant. Synetic’s inaugural production, 
Hamlet… the rest is silence, received three 
Helen Hayes Awards for Outstanding Director, 
Outstanding Resident Play, and Outstanding 
Choreography. As an educator, Mr. Tsikurishvili 
has trained hundreds of actors in movement 
techniques through Synetic Theater, and 
has taught at leading universities such as 
American University, The Catholic University of 
America, and Georgetown University. Before 
moving to the United States, he co-founded 
Mimodrama Theater in Germany and has 
toured worldwide. Paata holds an MFA. in film 
directing from Tbilisi State University and a 
BFA in acting from The State Institute of Theater 
and Film in Tbilisi, Georgia.

Irina Tsikurishvili (choreographer, founding 
associate artistic director) A native of the 
Country of Georgia, Ms. Tsikurishvili is a 
58-time Helen Hayes Award Nominee 
and has won the award 14 times for her 
outstanding choreography and acting. Irina 
has choreographed all Synetic Theater’s 
productions including The Crackpots, Dracula, 
Host and Guest, Frankenstein, Island of Dr. 
Moreau, Salomé, The Bohemians, Jason and the 
Argonauts, The Dybbuk, Faust, Frankenstein, 
Macbeth, Animal Farm, The Fall of the House 
of Usher, A Christmas Carol, Romeo and Juliet, 
Carmen, Dante, A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Antony and Cleopatra, Othello, King Arthur, King 
Lear, Don Quixote, Othello, Twelfth Night, Much 
Ado about Nothing, Three Musketeers, Alice in 
Wonderland, The Picture of Dorian Gray, Jekyll & 
Hyde, The Taming of the Shrew, The Tempest, As 
You Like It, The Immigrant, and many more. Irina 
has taught at Georgetown University, where 
she choreographed Lysistrata. She continues 
to run intensive movement workshops and 
train Synetic cast members. With her husband 
Paata, she is the co-founder of Synetic Theater 
and co-founder of Stanislavsky Theater Studio. 
Paata and Irina were named Washingtonians 
of the Year in 2013. Irina graduated from 
Chabukiani National Ballet Academy in Tbilisi, 
Georgia and holds a BFA in Performing Arts.

Ben Cunis (managing director) Artist, filmmaker, 
teacher and arts administrator, Ben first joined 
Synetic Theater in 2006 as a recent alumnus 
from the Drama program at the Catholic 
University of America. He started training 
under Paata and Irina Tsikurishvili and in 
2007 performed as Macduff in Macbeth. He 
spent ten years, all told, at Synetic Theater 
working as an actor, fight choreographer, 
teacher, Director of Development, Artistic 
Associate, director, and writer. He has received 
three Helen Hayes Awards for his work as a 
fight and action choreographer, along with 
additional awards as a part of the ensembles 
of Twelfth Night, King Lear, Romeo and Juliet, 
and Hamlet…the rest is silence. From 2012-2017, 
Ben worked as the Development Associate 
for Hope Connections for Cancer Support in 
Bethesda, Maryland. In 2016, he moved to Los 
Angeles where he pursued his MFA in Film and 
TV production at the University of Southern 
California’s School of Cinematic Arts, where 
he produced, directed, performed and stunt 
coordinated on many films. Several of Ben’s 
films are heavily influenced by his time at 
Synetic and have seen festival runs, including 
the Telluride Horror Show, the Golden State 
Film Festival, the Macabre Faire Festival, 
the Knoxville Horror Show, the Jack Oakie 
Comedy Festival, and the Artemis Women in 
Action Festival. Upon graduation, Ben was 
hired to teach directing at USC and was soon 
promoted to Lead Faculty on the foundational 
graduate course, Production I. He also co-
founded the Virginia-based production 
company, Granite Kiss Creative, and worked 
with Lunacy Productions’ Stu Pollard to 
create Trunacy, a non-profit dedicated to 
helping local indie filmmakers in Kentucky 
and the Midwest. Originally from Plymouth, 
New Hampshire, Ben lives with his wife, 
Betsy Summers, who he met while she was 
stage managing at Synetic on Lilia Slavova’s 
Nutcracker. 

Nathan Weinberger (adapter, resident 
dramaturg) is a founding company member 
of Synetic Theater, having started with the 
company in 2001. He has been resident 
dramaturg since 2005 and has adapted many 
of Synetic’s most successful productions, 
including Dracula, Faust, Animal Farm, The Fall 
of the House of Usher, Jekyll & Hyde, The Picture 
of Dorian Gray, The Trial, Cyrano de Bergerac, The 
Immigrant, as well as Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, 
Antony and Cleopatra, Othello, The Tempest, 
Twelfth Night, Much Ado About Nothing, and 
Richard III for Synetic’s wordless Shakespeare 
series. His adaptations of The Island of Dr. 
Moreau, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, and 
Sleepy Hollow each received a Helen Hayes 
Award nomination for Outstanding New Play or 
Musical Adaptation. He won the award for his 
adaptation of The Tell-Tale Heart.

Brian S. Allard (lighting designer) is a lighting 
designer for theatre, dance, opera, and 
architecture. Previously at Synetic: The 
Immigrant, The Tell-Tale Heart, The Servant of 
Two Masters, The Phantom of the Opera, Sleepy 
Hallow, Cyrano de Bergerac, Richard III, The 
Mark of Cain, The Trial (Helen Hayes Award 
nomination), Titus Andronicus (Helen Hayes 
Award winner), Sleeping Beauty, The Taming of 
the Shrew (2017), The Hunchback of Notre Dame, 
and As You Like It.

Dean Leong (associate lighting designer) is 
a freelance lighting designer based in the 
Washington, D.C. area. His design credits 
include The Infinite Tales, Museum 2040, and 
Tempered: A Cabaret with 4615 Theatre 
Company; Chemical Exile: Synthesis, Dracula: 
A Feminist Revenge Fantasy, Really, Sometimes 
the Rain, Sometimes the Sea, and Sleeping 
Giant with Rorschach Theatre; and Fitting In 
with Arts on the Horizon. He also designed 
Webster’s Bitch! with The Keegan Theatre and 
served as associate lighting designer for My 
Mama and the Full Scale Invasion with Woolly 
Mammoth Theatre Company. Most recently, 
he was the assistant lighting designer for A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, Romeo and Juliet and 
The Immigrant at Synetic Theater. Dean would 
like to thank his wife and daughter for their 
constant love and support.

Koki Lortkipanidze (resident composer) is a 
native of Tbilisi, Georgia, and has composed 
original music for many Synetic productions. 
He has received five Helen Hayes Award 
nominations for his sound designs and one 
award. He has also composed original music 
for film, including First Steps, Essay (both 
directed by Paata Tsikurishvili), and Mirage. 
His compositions for theater include work for 
Hunter from the Sun, Guest of the Night, Mimikria, 
Labyrinth, and The Decameron. His work has 
been performed at music festivals across 
Europe, including the Max Ophuls festival in 
Germany and the International Gaudeamus 
Music Week in Amsterdam. Koki received his 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from the 
Tbilisi State Conservatory.

Aaron Kan (assistant composer and sound 
design) is thrilled to be making his assistant 
composing debut with Synetic Theater. He is 
currently touring with Chicago, playing banjo, 
ukulele, and mandolin. Previous Synetic credits 
include A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Demetrius), 
Richard III (Younger Prince), The Madness of Poe 
(Ensemble).

Joshua Cole Lucas (technical director) is a 
DC-based actor, dancer, teaching artist, and 
theatrical carpenter. He has worked primarily 
with Synetic Theater, where his credits include 
The Tempest (Stephano), The Snow Queen 
(Kai), The Phantom of the Opera (Ensemble), 
“Day 6, Story 4” of The Decameron, The Silent 
Shakespeare Revue, Cinderella (Understudy), The 
Servant of Two Masters (Understudy), and The 
Immigrant (ensemble).

Erik Teague (costume designer) is a Costume 
Designer based in the Washington, D.C. area. 
Originally hailing from Cartersville, Georgia, he 
has had the pleasure of designing costumes 
for opera and theatre companies across the 
United States. Works of note include: Synetic 
Theater: The Tell-Tale Heart, The Phantom of 
the Opera, Titus Andronicus, Sleepy Hollow, 
The Hunchback of Notre Dame, Man in the Iron 
Mask; The Glimmerglass Festival: Pagliacci, 
The Cunning Little Vixen, La Bohéme, Ariadne auf 
Naxos, Odyssey, The Flying Dutchman, Trouble 
in Tahiti; The Atlanta Opera: A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, The Threepenny Opera, Cabaret, 
As One; Washington National Opera: The Lion, 
The Unicorn, and Me, The Jungle Book; Chicago 
Opera Theatre: The Nose; Florentine Opera: Acis 
and Galatea; Opera Southwest: Lohengrin; New 
Orleans Opera: Hansel and Gretel; Fingerlakes 
Opera: The Elixir of Love; Signature Theatre DC: 
A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum, 
Ragtime, RENT, Blackbeard; Wolf Trap Opera: 
The Touchstone; The Kennedy Center: The 
Mortification of Fovea Munson, Acoustic Rooster, 
Goldilocks and the Three Dinosaurs; Constellation 
Theatre: The Master and Margarita, The Wild 
Party, Equus; The Center for Puppetry Arts: 
Stellaluna, Ruth and the Green Book. AWARDS: 
two Helen Hayes, two Suzy Bass Awards. 
erikteaguedesign.com

Ré Teague (draper) is an accomplished 
costume technician with over two decades 
of experience creating custom garments 
for performers and patrons alike. Her 
work has been seen at such companies as 
The Washington National Opera at the 
Kennedy Center, The Glimmerglass Festival 
(Cooperstown, NY), Signature Theatre, 
Ford’s Theatre, The Atlanta Opera, Opera 
San Antonio, Costume Works (Boston, MA), 
Wolf Trap Opera, The Shakespeare Theatre, 
Arena Stage and, of course, Synetic Theater. 
In addition to her theatre and opera work, 
she creates outfits for individuals attending 
festivals and fancy dress events. She holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in Costume Design from 
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College of 
Lynchburg, VA. More of her work can be 
explored at reteaguestudio.com. 

Anya Peregrino (assistant costume designer) is a 
South African-American wardrobe supervisor 
and costume designer. Her breadth of work 
varies from theatre to film, television, and 
cirque. She received a BFA in Production 
Design, concentrating in costume design, 
from the Savannah College of Art and Design. 
During her time in Georgia, she also started 
working in film as a costumer and lighting 
fixtures technician. Her work can be seen on 
The Menu, Halloween Ends, Apple TV’s Manhunt, 
and Fly Me To The Moon. Last year, she returned 
to her birthplace, the DMV, to work for The 
Kennedy Center on their Theater for Young 
Audiences National Tour in 2024 as the 
wardrobe supervisor. Anya has continued to 
work for The Kennedy Center as the Wardrobe 
supervisor for the Broadway Center Stage. 
She has led the wardrobe department for 
their productions of The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee and the world premiere of 
Schmigadoon Live!

Phil Charlwood (production supervisor) has 
been building sets and props for Synetic 
Theater for over a decade. He has designed 
the Helen Hayes Award-nominated sets for 
The Island of Dr. Moreau and King Lear and 
designed the sets for RMT’s West Side Story 
and AMS’s The Producers.  Mr. Charlwood 
also works with local schools to develop their 
technical drama programs.   

Khue Duong (production stage manager) is 
thrilled to be stage managing this production. 
This is Khue’s fifth show with Synetic Theater. 
Previous productions include A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Hamlet …the rest is silence,The Tell-
Tale Heart, Romeo and Juliet, and The Immigrant. 
Other regional credits include The Last Drop 
(SCENA Theater), Spongebob The Musical 
(Acting for Young People), and Newsies (Acting 
for Young People). Khue graduated with a BFA 
in Theater Performance and is a proud alum of 
George Mason University. 

Cat Moreschi (assistant state manager) is 
excited to be working with the team at Synetic 
for the first time. Previous stage management 
credits include Fuenteovejuna, Love Knots, The 
22+ Weddings of Hugo, and Momia en el Closet 
(GALA Hispanic Theatre), The Merry Wives of 
Windsor (Maryland Opera Studio), Tempestuous 
Elements (Arena Stage), A Christmas Carol 
and As You Like It (Chesapeake Shakespeare 
Company), Frozen, FELA!, The World Goes 
‘Round, Kinky Boots, Beauty and the Beast, and 
Dance Nation (Olney Theatre Center), and 
All’s Well That Ends Well, Henry V, and Macbeth 
(American Shakespeare Center). 

Zavier Augustus Lee Taylor (projection design) 
is an award-winning multimedia artist and 
designer with a focus on interactive and 
impactful video design for live performance. 
Zavier has a BA in Dramatic Art from UNC-
Chapel Hill and an MFA in Media Design 
from UMD-College Park. Zavier operates 
a multimedia production company; ZALT 
Productions. ZALT Productions enables 
people and businesses to realize their 
potential through design. Zavier is eager 
to connect with and build a network of 
creatives across industries. Zavier’s design 
work stretches across mediums and venues 
and is characterized by flexible and intuitive 
collaboration. His work has seen stages 
at The Apollo Theater, The National Black 
Theatre, The Muny, The Guthrie, The Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival, The Kennedy Center, 
Signature Theatre (NYC), Round House 
Theatre, The Vineyard Theatre, GEVA Theatre, 
McCarter Theatre, Theater J, The Classical 
Theater of Harlem, Arena Stage, Shakespeare 
Theatre, Baltimore Centerstage, People’s 
Light, Keegan Theatre, Studio Theatre, 
Mosaic Theater, Hamilton college, Playmakers 
Repertory Company, the Chelsea Factory,  
The Clarice, The children’s theater of 
Charlotte, Olney Theater, Dance Place (DC), 
Chrysler Hall, NextStop Theatre, Playwright’s 
Realm, the Strathmore Music Center and 
more. Learn more about Zavier’s work by 
searching #ZALTproductions; YouTube:  
@zaltproductions; Instagram: @zaltslaw; 
website: zavier.myportfolio.com

Clarissa Briasco-Stewart (assistant light 
board operator) is a lighting programmer 
and theatrical electrician based in the DMV 
area. After a year as the Electrics Fellow at 
Studio Theatre, Clarissa has gone on to work 
at Woolly Mammoth, Synetic Theater, Arena 
Stage, and Folger Theatre. Recent credits 
include programming Studio Theatre’s 2024-
2025 season, The Great Privation (Programmer, 
Woolly Mammoth), and Damn Yankees 
(Electrician, Arena Stage). You can find more 
of Clarissa’s work at cbriascostewart.wixsite.com

ADDITIONAL STAGE CREW

Sub Assistant Stage Managers 
Alana Isaac 
Brian Martinez

Sub Light Board Operator 
Clarissa Briasco-Stewart

Sub Wardrobe Supervisor 
Sherry Gonzalez

Electricians 
Clarissa Briasco-Stewart 
Susannah Cai

Carpenter 
Pete Neil
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officers

Mytrang Nguyen chair

Ann Tunstall vice chair

Alec Guroff treasurer
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directors

Allison Foster
Tracy Fisher
Ryan Merkel

Sundai Riggins
Katia Tarkhan

Paata Tsikurishvili ex officio

Vera Zolotarskaya

staff & company administration

Ben Cunis
Khue Duong
Amy Kellett

Megan Kueny
Kaitlyn Shifflett
Ana Tsikurishvili
Vato Tsikurishvili

Nathan Weinberger

financial management

SKG Bookkeeping Solutions

touring actors & teaching artists

Stella Bunch
Kaitlyn Shifflett

Alex Mills
Maryam Najafzada

Vato Tsikurishvili
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/ Elevate

auditor

Mullins PC

counsel

Holland & Knight LLP



THANK YOU SUPPORTERS!

Angelozi (Angels) 
$10,000+ 

Timothy Carlton
Pamela Fiumara

Lynn Horning
Myron Lehtman
Pinkie Mayfield
Sara Franks &  
Michael Moore

The Morgan Fund
Julie Rios

The Nora Roberts 
Foundation

Blair & Sally Ruble
Alan Savada &  
Will Stevenson

Jeffrey Schragg
Ann Tunstall
Steve Verna

Brilianti (Diamond) 
$5,000-$9,999 

Broli (Crystal)  
$2500-$4,999

Platina (Platinum)  
$1000-$2,499

Okro (Gold)  
$500 -$999

Vertskli (Silver)  
$250-$499

Brinjao (Bronze)  
$100 - $249

The Dallas Morse 
Coors Foundation
Matthew Donizetti

Tracy Fisher
Gary & Loretta Harris

Judy Honig
Eugene Kenney
Thomas Kerst

Ryan Merkel
Margaret &  
Carl Pfeiffer

Ellen Von Seggern-
Richter

Katia Tarkhan
Cynthia Wolloch & 

Joseph Reid

These donor levels span the period of 9/1/24-10/14/25.  
If you see any corrections, please contact ben@synetictheater.org.

Synetic is grateful to all the donors who make 
our programs possible. Please visit our website 

at synetictheater.org/give if you wish to join 
our family of supporters who create  
great art and great artists with us. 

Amazon
The Arlington Commission for the Arts

The Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
Jere Broh-Kahn

The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation
Cornelius J. Coakley

The Roy Cockrum Foundation
Dana & Ray Koch

The Robert P. And Arlene R. Kogod  
Family Foundation
Julianna Mahley

Claire & David Maklan
Donald Malnati

Lola Reinsch
Allison & Mark Foster-Ruckh

The Share Fund
The Virginia Commission for the Arts

Irwin & Lyuba Arias
David Balton

Marilynn Bianco
Thomas Booth

Joanne Caramanica
Phil Charlwood

Sandra Cummins-Haid
Nancy DeKieffer

Carol Fuller
Lisa Greenhill

Suzanne Grinnan
Douglas Hale

Brooke Higdon
Sandra Hoexter

James Horstkotte
Nino Japaridze

Jonathan Kazmierczyk
Michael & Erna Kerst

Renee Klish
Myron Lehtman

Nancy Limprecht
Rebecca Moffett

Karina Mosser
Marina Oberlander

Robert Remes
Peter Rothschild
Richard T Scully
Patrick Sheehan
Mr. & Mrs. Tsai

Jaan Whitehead
Tessa van der Willigen

Paul & Nancy Allard
Anonymous
Teresa Ball
Ann Benson

Howard Blumenthal
Jill Bradbury

Elizabeth Bruce
Gail Burkhardt Cali

Timothy Carrico
Nadine Cohodas
Margaret Gaffen

Doris & Mark Greene
Katherine Hale

Madeline Helbraun
Marc Hutchinson
Rebecca Klemm
Susan Leverone

Sam Lippman
Leah Lorber

Christopher Luck
Jane Mann

Julia Marshall
Joelen K Merkel
Adele Mouzon
Winkle Nemeth

Mytrang Nguyen
Richard Norland

Nonna Noto
Neal Racioppo

Judith Rivlin
Arlene Farber Sirkin

Dean Trackman
Jennifer Vasiloff
Susan Volman

Eleanor Allen
Claudia Baird &  

Ted Phelps
Harley Balzer

Nancy Beckley
Kyle Z. Bell

Sandra Borden
Scott Cant

Elizabeth Cohn
Franklin Coleman
Jane Coughran
Richard Danzig

William Drawbaugh
Jo Garrison

Ellen Goldberg
Katharine Guroff

Alec Guroff
Thomas Holzman

Deena Hurwitz
Patricia Jackman

Debbie M. Jackson
Deborah Kirkman

Alexander Kurapov
Terrence Leveck

Abby Lynch
Wes MacAdam

Douglas R. Marshall
Elizabeth Medaglia

John Merchant
Jaclyn Nelson
Camilla Nilles
Timothy Nixon
Joseph O’Hare
William Ragen
David Ramer

Sharon Rennert
Miriam Riner

Kevin Rockmann
Mark & Nicole Root
William Savedoff

Corinne Smith
Catherine Solomon

Carole Stover

Ella Akkerman
Shauna Alonge

Kim-Anh Aslanian
Isabelle Badoux

Ellie Bartels
Jonah Bea-Taylor
Doreen Bechtol

Julia Belcher
Evgueni Belyi

Linda Del Bene
Jeremy Bernstein

Douglas Blackburn
Thomas Booth

Bernadette Brady
Janet Buresh
Nicole Burton
Vickie Carlson
Mary Carvajal

Barbara Cassidy
Kathryn Catania
Christina Cerna

Liana Chen
Randolph Clarke

Michael Cline
Steven Clyburn
Sarah Cochran

Carol Cooke
Lynda A. Couvillion 

Maria Couvillon
Roberta Cullen

Bobbi Curry
Michael Darzi
Dipanwita Das
Peter Daspit

Sandy Dawsey
Diana Decker

Joanna Devine
Susan English
Barry Epstein

Lori Farnsworth
Gerald Fisette

Cameron Fletcher
Krista Fogleman

Nila Fridley
Robert Gaines

Catiana Garcia-Kilroy
Janet Getz

Irina Glagoleva
Geoffrey Glick

Elizabeth Goodson
Terry Goplerud

Gary Gortenburg
Lorna Grenadier

Sarah Guroff
Karla Hagan
Ellen Harpel

Charlie Headington
Julia Holcomb
Jennifer Hoppe
Angela Hughes
Elizabeth Jarvis
Bary Johnson
Brian Jones

Jane Jorgensen
Jane Karadbil
Jenufa Kent
Sean Klein
Maria Knoll

Thomas Korns
Jeremy Krasner

Jacqueline Kreinik
Alla Lake

Douglas Lanier
Irena Lasota

Karen Lee
Patrice Linehan
Sam Lippman
Josephine Liu

Jacqueline Lussier

Katy Lyness
Carol Maates

Jelena Marshak
Douglas R. Marshall

Elaine Marshall
Christopher Martin
Barbara McBride
Nancy McKinley
Olga Meerson
John Merchant

Richard Metzger
Erin Meyer

Kathryn Miksad
Roy Miller

Keith Miller
Christine Milliken
Maria Montanez
Catherine Moore

Andrea Nash
Peter Neal

Jonathan Nelms
Maya Neyman

Jennifer O’Sullivan
Faith Pangilinan

Irina Paramonova
Daniel Parr

Margot Peet
Natasha Perkins

Christy Pino
Betsy Platt

Dottie Podgorny
Rebecca Pollack
Kathy Preisinger

Gail Pritchard
Jerry Pruzan
Jane Quenk
John Regan
Eugene Rich

Steven Rosenthal
Mary & Peter 

Rousselot
Helen Rudd
Mary Ryan

W. Geoffrey Seeley
Mary Sellen

Marsha Semmel
Anastasia Sennott
Natalia Simakova

David Smart
Kathleen Smith
Kathleen Smith
Steven Smith
Lynn Soukup

Christa Speekmann
Sam Stebbins

Scott Sterl
Gail Stettler

Christel Stevens
Laura Stone

Anne Marie Stratos
Fatima Sulaiman
JoAnn Thacker
Leigh Troutman
Luba Tsaturova

Lucinda Vavoudis
Patricia Walter

Ellen Weiss
Brandy White

Thomas Wiener
Abraham Wise

Martha Wittman
Jan Wolff

Mary Wyckoff
Gail Yano

Matthew Gamser & 
Anka Zaremba

Eric Zicht
Jo Zujewski

Janise Zygmont

mailto:ben%40synetictheater.org?subject=
http://www.synetictheater.org/give



